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Introduction

The return visit to Hamburg by South African school students' representatives from the Johannesburg Student
Council in September-October 2009 was the latest stage in a series of international encounters between Ham-
burg school students and their counterparts in Sweden, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland and the Nether-
lands in recent years. The whole diverse range of interdisciplinary exchange programmes organised by the
Hamburg Education and Vocational Training Department's schools information centre (SchullnformationsZen-
trum) over the past few years has resulted in continued projects dealing with the current international democracy
debate beyond Europe's borders.

During the return visit, too, the exchange of political
perceptions with the host country and the examination
of its history sharpened the participants' view of the "big
picture" and got them talking about issues relating to
school students' rights of involvement and codetermina-
tion under different education systems. The 17th
School Students' Forum (Schulerlnnenforum) with its
motto "You decide what kind of a world you want to live
in!" was an important building block in this process.

This picture documentation shows the first impressions
from the project. The Hamburg school students' repre-
sentative body schilerlnnenkammer hamburg has
been cooperating with everyone involved to compile a
documentation of the visits to Johannesburg in the
spring of 2009 and to Hamburg in the autumn of that
vear.
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LOVING GERMANY

Our impressions

Lebogang Mashegoane:

Opportunity to repeat history in the family, in 10 years. The privilege to
travel abroad is truly significant as it breaks barriers and helps us to see
the world and interact with people, and also to learn about the history.
Above all, to be in a group of academics, changing views and working
corporately. Once in a life time experience that gets more exposure to
the outside world out of my home country, throughout the Germany

experience

and would tel]l

communication, gain new approaches. Transport system, schools, gen-
eral life the way managed was phenomenal, seeing the standard of
living compared to ours was something | truly approve to lead soon.
This experience will not only benefit me but those around me.

Stephanie Van Straten:

My mind has been opened to a
world | thought | incorrectly
judged. My experience in
Germany has been like a uto-
pia. The life is that of a dream,
perfect transport, approach-
able people and an education
into the general history of this
developed country. The skills
learnt will never be forgotten
and | will remember this time

we spent together, forever.
Thank you Clement Scholtz:

James McLaren:
A privilege to visit
such a country. A
country of time
keeping, clean and
loving people. A
truly educational
experience.

My trip to Germany was an amazing experience
for me and | really loved learning, and visiting all

Wade Manning: the historical sites of Germany. | also loved
Germanyisthe epi t ome« spending time with my host and seeing how
lived in a world full of speed, struc- Germans live daily. | also enjoyed seeing my

ture, order and ultimately excel- friends and just being in Germany.
lence. Words fail me to give a true
reflection of my experience in
Germany as it will forever live on in
my life through the effects of the
change that was brought about
due to this trip. | have succeeded
in absorbing knowledge, wisdom
and understanding through obser-
vation during my experience in
Germany.

Ayla Hoogevorst:

Germany has given me much more than | imagined
it could. I built sincere friendships and developed
my relationship with myself. Being exposed to the
youth and lifestyle in Germany created a deep de-
sire to come back to this remarkable country in the
future. The workshops developed my thinking
globally rather than personally. As a member of
youth | have realized the need for me to become
more independent and tacklethe world head on.
Infinite thanks.



